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“In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and intercessions, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his humble submission.” (Heb 5v7).

Dear Friends and Intercessors,

Since  we are coming up for another NSC meeting, I feel it is time for us to draw together again and focus on what the needs are for prayer.

Here at HOD the builders have been busy since January, repairing and restoring us after the flood.  Between July and December 07 we had a lot more time to set apart for prayer together, “unseen work”, whilst since January the work has been much more visible, an illustration of the need for the hidden life of prayer underpinning the practical building up of the church!

At the last NSC meeting, which I was unable to attend, there was a discussion, about the need for charismatic renewal (which has been going for 40 years!) to “cross the Jordan” and enter the Promised Land. It was said that this would require taking a new step of faith and being equipped to fight and to build. 

Some of the things to focus on as we move into the Promised Land are:

Prayer/Intercession/The Word of God

Evangelisation(Outreach and  Formation/Service)

Unity and Ecumenism

As we prayed here at HOD about how to do this, we had a picture of a magnet drawing iron filings together, and the Lord was asking us to let him gather together our scattered hearts and minds, in order to refocus.

Living in our society can cause us to be dissipated, and so to lose faith, but the evils and “godlessness” that seems to be increasing in our country should lead us instead to a “groaning” in the spirit, and to intercession. When this is going on at a hidden level, the work of evangelisation and outreach will be empowered directly by the Holy Spirit.  (If we are groaning in the spirit, we won’t be moaning in the flesh!)  But there may be a need to push the door many times before it opens –like the persistent widow, we often have to intercede for some time before there is a breakthrough.

So let’s do our part as intercessors and be constant in prayer.

I would like to suggest that we set aside every second Friday of the month for prayer and fasting, (obviously the commitment to prayer will be different for each person depending on the time we each have).

We are asking the Lord:

a) to help His church to focus and to resist the forces that would dissipate us, 

b) to lead us into the new place of faith where we will abandon our own works and live empowered lives, 

c) to increase and empower the work of evangelism in this country.

We may all carry these intentions individually in our hearts, but as we agree together there will be a greater power in our prayer.  Therefore, if you intend to participate in these days in any way, please fill in the slip on the bottom of the letter and return it or go on to the Goodnews website, click on  “Intercession Network”, and there is a possibility to respond electronically there!

The dates are: Friday 13th June, Friday 11th July, Fri 8th August, Fri 12th Sept, Fri 14th Nov, 12th December 2008.

Please continue to send any prophetic words you receive in prayer.  May the Lord encourage and strengthen you in your faith.

With love in Him,

Fiona Hendy

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I would like to join the team of CCR intercessors in praying and fasting on the second Friday of the next six months of 2008.

Name:……………………………………………………………

Address:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Prayer group:(if you are part of one)……………………………………………………………………..

Please send to: Fiona Hendy, House of the Open Door, address as above.

Tel: 01386 852084 Tel/Fax: 01386 858751 e-mail: hod@houseoftheopendoor.org
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